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2 Corinthians 10:4–5 (ESV) — 4 For the weapons of our 
warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy 
strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion 
raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought 
captive to obey Christ, 
The language is clearly that of military operations. Words like 
weapons, warfare, strongolds (fortress), and take captive (to 
take a prisoner in battle) show that this is not a game. This is a 
battle to be waged against the lies that life, and the enemy bring 
into our lives to cause us to see ourselves, God, and others in the 
wrong light. 
The Formation of a Stronghold
This passage uses words that describe a process — from thought 
to belief to conviction of perceived truth.
Thoughts are like bricks. Stacked and stuck together, they 
become a structure. That structure becomes something that 
houses a sytem of reality.
Vs 5 — “thought"— Gk  νόηµα (noēma) — thought, mind. 
New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology νοῦς
noēma is thus the general faculty of judgment, which can take 
decisions and pronounce verdicts right or wrong, depending on 
the influences to which it is exposed.
This is the thought process involving evaluation. It is critical 
thinking leading to a conclusion.
“arguments” —  λογίζοµαι (logizomai) — reckon, think, credit
New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology 
λογίζοµαι
suggests a regulated perception and an acceptance of given 
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facts.
A conclusion that something is true. 
Romans 6:11 ESV
11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to 
God in Christ Jesus.
This is when the thought process leads to a conclusion and 
acceptance that something is true based in that thought process. 
(Very subjective)
“lofty opinion” —  ὕψωµα (hypsōma), height, the exalted
New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology ὕψος
In accord with OT usage, both words serve to denote the realm 
of God or his dwelling
Carries a sense of something exalted to a place of supremacy. 
“knowledge” —  γνῶσις  (gnōsis), knowledge
The way this word is used in the NT (and OT) carries a sense of 
direct knowledge, revealed knowledge, experiential knowledge. 
Eg. You think you know how to drive a car until you actually 
drive for the first time. Then you actually know by experiencing 
driving. 
Here’s the progression:
Thoughts lead to arguments (conclusions) that can then become 
a lofty opinion (belief exalted to the place of God), which 
conflicts with God’s revealed truth.
The Destruction of a Stronghold
John 8:31–32 (NIV) — 31 To the Jews who had believed him, 
Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free.” 
Romans 12:2 (NIV) — 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will. 
Acknowledgment of the lie. Repentance of the lie. 
Acknowledgment of the truth. Embracing of the truth. 
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Renewing the mind — taking thoughts captive. It starts with the 
thought.
Part of reconstruction is the demolition of fortresses of lies and 
‘almost truths’. Then the rebuilding is the replacements of those 
beliefs, convictions, and perceptions with the truth of God and 
His Word.
Are you willing to surrender the ideologies and deductions you 
have in your life and replace them with what God says is true? 
God has given us His divine power to do so.
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