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Building materials: the quality will determine the strength and 
durability of the building. Laws exist to stop people from 
building homes that will collapse on them in the first 
windstorm. 
1 Corinthians 3:10–15 (NIV) — 10 By the grace God has 
given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone 
else is building on it. But each one should build with care. 11 For 
no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation 
using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their 
work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to 
light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the 
quality of each person’s work. 14 If what has been built survives, 
the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the 
builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only 
as one escaping through the flames. 
Gold, silver, costly stones — symbolize heavenly things
Wood, hay, straw — symbolize earthly things
This is not as much about the kind of activity as it is about the 
motivation and source of that activity.
John 3:21 (ESV) — 21 But whoever does what is true comes 
to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have 
been carried out in God.” 
The same activity can be heavenly sourced or earhtly sourced.
Eg. acts of kindness — to be seen and recognized (like the 
pharisees — Matt 23:5a)
It’s not just what you do. It’s why you do it that has much to do 
with the quality of your construction.
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Needs driven behaviour is wood, hay, and straw.
Receiving affirmation is not wrong. Appreciating affirmation is 
not wrong. Seeking affirmation calls motives in question (High 
I’s suffer from this as do Words Love Language people).
PK worship leading early days @ Copps. Being made leader of 
city church.
Love driven behaviour is gold, silver, and costly stones.
1 Corinthians 13:1–3 (NLT) — 1 If I could speak all the 
languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would 
only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of 
prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and 
possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could 
move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 3 If 
I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my 
body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would 
have gained nothing. 
Even what you build now will be tested at Judgment Day. It’s 
not a salvation issue but important nonetheless. It’s important 
to God and should be to you; or it would not be addressed in the 
Bible.
This is not to put fear into every moment you do something. It 
does, however, present an opportunity to examine our hearts 
regarding why we do certain things. Don’t stop doing them. Just 
do them for the right reasons — to please God, not yourself.
(1 Corinthians 4:3–5 (NIV) — 3 I care very little if I am 
judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even 
judge myself. 4 My conscience is clear, but that does not make 
me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. 5 Therefore judge 
nothing before the appointed time; wait until the Lord comes. 
He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose 
the motives of the heart. At that time each will receive their 
praise from God.)
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