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Concise Oxford English Dictionary Disrupt
    1      disturb or interrupt. 
    2      seriously alter or destroy the structure of. 

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary (Eleventh Edition) Disrupt
    1      a: to break apart: RUPTURE 
    b: to throw into disorder 〈agitators trying to disrupt the meeting〉 
  2:      to interrupt the normal course or unity of 

Disruptions put us in places where things are not as usual. We are often not in control of 
our situation. Yet these are times God uses to work in our lives. 

Disruptions come from...

God


Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-19)

The Devil

1 Thessalonians 2:17–18 (NIV) — 17 But, brothers and sisters, when we were 
orphaned by being separated from you for a short time (in person, not in thought), out of 
our intense longing we made every effort to see you. 18 For we wanted to come to you
—certainly I, Paul, did, again and again—but Satan blocked our way. 

Life 

Ecclesiastes 9:11 (NIV) — 11 I have seen something else under the sun: The race is 
not to the swift or the battle to the strong, nor does food come to the wise or wealth to 
the brilliant or favor to the learned; but time and chance happen to them all. 

Disruptions...

Test our character — how do we respond when we are not in control?

Reveal our values — what becomes most important to us? (EB Games lineup during 
pandemic)

Present the opportunity to put our trust in God and see him work in our lives.



Romans 8:28 (NIV) — 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 

Ultimately, disruptions can position us for an encounter with God that will bring life 
change and growth.

Our response is key.

2 Corinthians 12:7–9 (NLT) — 7 even though I have received such wonderful 
revelations from God. So to keep me from becoming proud, I was given a thorn in my 
flesh, a messenger from Satan to torment me and keep me from becoming proud. 8 
Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. 9 Each time he said, “My grace 
is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. 

II Cor 12 — Paul’s response, initially and finally. Paul’s life was disrupted by his thorn in 
the flesh. Yet God made it about relying on his power and grace and not removing the 
disruption.

He turned to God. He asked for help. He got an answer. He grew from it.

How will you respond? What is most important to you? Where is your trust?


