
The Last Supper
Matthew 26:17–30 (NIV) — 17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the 
disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do you want us to make preparations for you to 
eat the Passover?” 18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher 
says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your 
house.’ ” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 20 
When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were 
eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22 They were very sad and began 
to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?” 23 Jesus replied, “The 
one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go 
just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be 
better for him if he had not been born.” 25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, 
“Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?” Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 26 While they were 
eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink 
from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s 
kingdom.” 30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

Points to Ponder

This was the last meal Jesus would share with his disciples before his death. It was the 
Passover meal, a meal that represented God’s deliverance of the Jews from Egypt. In this very 
symbolic meal, Jesus is making the statement that He is the actual Passover Lamb, the one 
who would deliver people – not from physical slavery to a nation but from the sin and death.

Think of how significant and precious that moment was to Jesus at the time; and how precious 
it became to the disciples after the resurrection. How importantly do you view the times we 
take communion together, remembering what Jesus has done for us?

Jesus was willing to share his most significant meal with Judas, the one who was to betray 
him. He demonstrated incredible character and love in that moment.

Take time to thank God for Jesus’ sacrifice, his body and blood given for our forgiveness.
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Peter’s Denial of Jesus
Matthew 26:31–35 (NIV) — 31 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on 
account of me, for it is written: “ ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered.’ 32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 33 Peter replied, “Even 
if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” 34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very 
night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” 35 But Peter declared, “Even 
if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same.

Luke 22:31–34 (NIV) — 31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But 
I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, 
strengthen your brothers.” 33 But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to 
death.” 34 Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny 
three times that you know me.”

Matthew 26:69–75 (NIV) — 69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl 
came to him. “You also were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 70 But he denied it before them 
all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 71 Then he went out to the gateway, 
where another servant girl saw him and said to the people there, “This fellow was with Jesus of 
Nazareth.” 72 He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!” 73 After a little while, 
those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them; your accent gives 
you away.” 74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the 
man!” Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: 
“Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept 
bitterly.

Points to Ponder

Peter was completely genuine when he insisted that he would never disown or deny Jesus. His 
friendship and commitment were profound. However, in the moment of real pressure he 
faltered.

Jesus knew this would happen, and prayer for him. He knew that failing Jesus would not result 
in total loss of faith but rather repentance and restoration.

Have you ever made promises of commitments to God that you failed to keep in times of 
pressure? How did you feel at that time?

Remember that God offers forgiveness and restoration in those times. If you have failed God 
recently, take the time to confess and repent from it. God will restore you as he did Peter.
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Called to be Servants
John 13:2–17 (NIV) — 2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already 
prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had 
put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so 
he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 
After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with 
the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 
are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but 
later you will understand.” 8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just 
my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath 
need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every 
one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every 
one was clean. 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned 
to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an 
example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that 
you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

Points to Ponder

Jesus understood the extent of his authority but never abused it. He always used his authority 
to build God’s Kingdom. He lived a life of personal sacrifice and gave his life as the ultimate 
sacrifice. These were the acts of a servant. Jesus modeled servanthood.

The act of washing feet was one of the most menial tasks for a servant to perform. Jesus put 
himself in the lowest place of the household to demonstrate the example we are to follow. We 
are told we will be blessed if we are willing to serve others.

Have you ever been served by someone and felt awkward about it as Peter did?

Are you willing to serve others, even those of lower stature or status than you?
Are you receptive to others serving you without pride or a sense of entitlement?
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Alone in the Garden
Matthew 26:36–46 (NIV) — 36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called 
Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 
Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here 
and keep watch with me.” 39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and 
prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you 
will.” 40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep 
watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 He went away a second time and 
prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your 
will be done.” 43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were 
heavy. 44 So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the 
same thing. 45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and 
resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 
46 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!”

Points to Ponder

Jesus faced his greatest moment of temptation in the garden. He realized what was about to 
happen to him and would have opted for any other way. We see that he prayed the same 
prayer three times, “I don’t want to do it but I do want to do your will.” He wrestled with the 
desire to avoid the pain yet had the resolve to follow through. 

Even though his disciples were nearby, Jesus was alone. He had to deal with this issue alone. 
No one else could make this choice for him.

Have you ever found yourself realizing what God was asking of you and agonizing over what it 
would cost? 

Have you ever found yourself alone in a significant choice? 

There are times when God will ask of us things that we would rather avoid. There are times 
when we will have to make those decisions without the help and support of others. These are 
significant times in our faith walk that grow our character.

God is able to give us the strength to make the right choices regardless of cost.

Hebrews 12:1–3 (NIV) — 1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let 
us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 
and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition 
from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
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The Ultimate Sacrifice
Matthew 27:32–54 (NIV) — 32 As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named 
Simon, and they forced him to carry the cross. 33 They came to a place called Golgotha 
(which means “the place of the skull”). 34 There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with 
gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it. 35 When they had crucified him, they divided up 
his clothes by casting lots. 36 And sitting down, they kept watch over him there. 37 Above his 
head they placed the written charge against him: this is jesus, the king of the jews. 38 Two 
rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those who passed by 
hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who are going to destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son 
of God!” 41 In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked 
him. 42 “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him 
come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God. Let God 
rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ” 44 In the same way the 
rebels who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 45 From noon until three in the 
afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a 
loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?”). 47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling 
Elijah.” 48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it 
on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if 
Elijah comes to save him.” 50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up 
his spirit. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The 
earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people 
who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and 
went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 54 When the centurion and those with 
him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were 
terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!”

Points to Ponder

Jesus experienced being forsaken by the Father so that we could be reconciled to the Father.

The curtain was torn in two, indicating that God’s presence was no longer limited to the Temple 
but available to all.

Jesus was taking upon himself the sins of the whole world and receiving the penalty of that sin. 
He experienced torment, death and separation from the Father on our behalf.

Take a moment to think about this most significant moment in history. Express your thanks and 
gratitude to God for His love and goodness toward us.
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